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MISSISSIPPI’S CHILDREN – ACHIEVING EXCELLENCE IN 
ORAL HEALTH, SELF CONFIDENCE AND SO MUCH MORE!



P ediatric Dentistry is an age-
defined specia lty that provides 
both primary and 
comprehensive preventive and 
therapeutic oral health care for 
infants and children through 
adolescence, including those 
with specia l health care needs.

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY



▪ S atisfactorily complete a minimum of 24 months 
in an advanced education program accredited by 
the Commiss ion on Dental Accreditation of the 
American Dental Association 

▪ S uch programs “must be des igned to provide 
specia l knowledge and skill beyond the DDS  or 
DMD training… ”1

PEDIATRIC DENTISTS-
EDUCATION & TRAINING



OPTIMAL ORAL HEALTH
FOR MISSISSIPPI CHILDREN

• Behavior Guidance
• Care of the Medically and Developmentally 

Compromised and Disabled P atient
• S upervis ion of the Orofacia l Growth and 

Development
• Caries P revention 
• S edation
• P harmacological Management
• Hospital Dentistry 2



The R eference Manual of P ed iatric Dentis try  
• P ediatric Dentist

•General Dental P ractitioners and other Dental 
S pecialists

• P hys icians and other health care providers

•Government Agencies and other health care policy 
makers

• Individuals interested in the oral healthcare of children 
2

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF 
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY



We are the 
P ediatricians of 

Dentistry! 



▪ MAP D Membership S urvey 
Results
▪Medica id P rovider Number: 95%

▪ CHIP S  P rovider Number: 98%

▪ P articipating with ALL current 
Medica id MCOs: 83%

▪ The positives of what we do for 
Medica id: 
▪ Excellent qua lity dental care 

▪ P revention focused = Cost savings 
for the state

MISSISSIPPI MEDICAID 
AND PEDIATRIC 
DENTISTRY 

Dentist 

Participation 

in Medicaid or 

CHIP on a 

National Level



CHALLENGES WE FACE

▪ Adjustments to codes

▪Impact on access to care -
Hospitals and/or Ambulatory 
S urgery Centers 

▪ Increas ing costs on dentists to 
provide dental care, while 
reimbursement remains stagnant 

▪ More uniform comprehensive 
coverage 



LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

▪ Our goal: 

▪Non-disruptive access to an anesthesia 
facility when it is vital for treatment 

▪More open working relationships and 
communications with the MS  Divis ion 
of Medica id and Managed Care 
Organizations in order to work through 
challenges together at an expeditious 
pace 

▪Quality dental care for the children of 
Miss iss ippi at an adequate 
reimbursement rate that is affordable 
for the state 
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